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t{ | Letter from Major Merrison.

o | Buexa Vira, (6 miles south of Saltillo, Mexico,))}
February 26, 1347, §

Deax Sin :—Afier tne of the must desperatle and

‘sanguinary battles, of this or any other sge, I find

myself sufficiently composed to undertake to give you

a sketch of its details,

T LW Sl TE AL

the number of the cavalry, made a descent uvpon the
cavalry, and wers met by a well directed fire; but
the Arkansas men were too few to withstand the
shock, and as they fired, retreated at full speed past
the place where we had collected our scattered forces.
As they passed, hotly pursued by the Lancors, our
boys in the pen gave the Lancers & most killing vol-
On or about *Ue 3d or 4th of Feb., Gen. Taylor with | ley, which threw them into confusion, killed about 10
| a1l his furces, amounting to about 4,500 fighting men, |of them, woundiag maony others, which enabled cur
|advanced from Saltillo, on the San Luis Potosi road, |cavalry to load again; and thus were the Laacers de-
{ln a small Hacienda, called Agus Nueva, (New Wa. 'feated in their charges ond compelled to pass to the
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each place has its own independent com-
Off Scirifici

whether :

mander ; but the undersigned, moved by the conside- jos Island, March 22, 1547. =

rativps adverted to above, may be willing 10 stipulate | Sz :—The city and castle of Vera Cruz being now

: ‘..3'.:, that, if’ the city should by espitulation, be garrisoned | closely besieged and blockaded by the military and

Camp Washington, before Vera by & part of his troops, no missile shall be fired from | naval furces of the United Sttes, it bas become ne-
March 23, 1847.  'within the city, or from il8 bastions or walls, upon cessary to prevest all communication from outside,

Stz :—VYesterday, seven of our 10-inch mortars, the castle, unlws the castle should previously fire unless under the sanction of a flag of truce.

being in battery, and the labors for planting the re- upon the city. |, lam, therefore, constrained 1o inform you that all

maiader of our heavy metal being in progress, [ The bas the konor to tender to his dis- . intercourse between the vessels and boats under your

addressed, at two o'clock, p. m. s summons to the tinguished opponent, his excellency the governor and command and that part of the American coa$t en-

“5 within the two hours commander-in-chief of Vera Cruz, the assurance of

OFFICIAL DESPATCHES.

From ounr Army nt Yera Cruxs, -
HeADQUARTERS 97 THE

.
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CINDIANAPOLIS, APRIL 22, 1847.
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o In this paper are published the Laws, Treaties,
and other pubic Acls of the United Stutes, by awtho
riy of the Governmend.

compassed by the United States forces, must for the

Our Werms.
Theoilow ing will hereafier be the
of the Weekly ? adiana State Senlinel:

; ter,) where he encamped and remained until Sunday,

commenced a retragrade movement towards Saltillo,
(=57~ Payments to be made ll“’! in advance. ‘and relreated "? miles 16 Buena Vists, (pronounced
One copy, 0ne year, » s -ss saes Slnd ¢ £2.00 . ** Wayno Veesta,”) He there encampod at & pass be-
Tliree copios, ONDE FORr, « - <+« «» vounibh i e owe 540 tween the mountains where the only road is between
Five copies, one year, S.00 an abrapt Jull, extending to the mountaios on the
Ten eoples, one year,««+» b iviines - 15.00 south, and & row of ravines on Whe north, extending
Semi-Weekly. acrues the valley to the mountains on the same side.

(Published three times a week during the session.) Here he threw up a short stoue embankment so ss to
One copy, $4.00 | Three copies, £10.00 ::duce the pass iv & mere wagon toad way. On Mon-
One copy during the seesion, -+« -+« - «- b8 LU 1.00 day morning at sbout seven o'clock, our pickets an-
’ : ] = nounced the approach of the Mexican army, com-
i Bty 1o -b g ot manded by s.:f:num in person, and m’mied

| *
The andemss B e Tegel nofices in ¥ Gen. Awpudia, cousisting of 20,000 or 21,000
: s o o4 went bei de | Men, well armed snd equipped, and provid.d with a
:::;;;?f:‘té:e 5 o ‘}B‘E’? FYDEFREES T large train of artillery, from 6 to 24 pounders. They
pod Lo CHAPMANS & SPANN ldrew up and formed for battle at a distance some two
—p————— e | OF Uhree miles from our lines, and Gen. Santa Anoa

To Corrvespondents. seat forward a flag of truce demanding a surrender
F. 8., Siinkards Mills. Fours of Sth March has never besa 7o | of our army, promising (o treal uws with becoming

cuived. L s our loss, however, when suthentieated by sech | clemency, stating his numbers to amount to 20,000

0ld 314 trled friends as yoursell To hust for it, weuid prove the | map and giving ene hour for consideration and an-

“gwme not worth the coadle” And as this bs the © Arst BllAe® g yar,  Gen. Tuylor promptly returned for answer

you “ever knew™ of us, we take plm:rt la -!:"‘ s yeu | that he cared not for the sizeof Lis army, as he, Tay-

sppess om our Books “ae good as new,” and we hawe seml YOU (1. g an army that was able toowhip-it; bot of

bock numbers as we a-¢ able without char, Consider yourself < :
8 year in advance f1om the date of this P‘P:: Santa Anna saw (it 1o surrender o him, he would be

C. L. A., Morgastown, snd D. M., Neblesville. Will attend to sach | (reated in a proper manner. These ceremonies being
of you at the earfiest praciicable period. over, at 10 munutes before 4 o'clock, I'. M., the Mex-
W. A. P., New York. The “Ducker” came to hand s dsy or twe | ican batteries opened the conflict by a discharge of
since in prime onler. Please have all those “ Spirits discen- | bumbs, which was promptly returned by our light at-
tinued, except ihe twe. Will look round i s few daym, and see tillery.  Afler an exchange of six shots, the Mex:-

what can be done. Sickness has been ' poking fua™atws for | o0 oolumng began to advance, and afier & short time
somelime ; but you shall hesr from us soon, and we hope to send | X

something ** good for sore eyes.™
V.B. P, New York. The papers have been a second tims maile:

L

, | on the south of the pass. The U. 8. army was post-
to your sddress, end thé merk mads *Hope they will arrive sife. ;ed in detached portions in surh manner as best to
T. W.C. Your “Card ™ cams too late for this paper It shall have | corupanies of the [ndiana brigade, under the command
as insertion ia our next. fof Major Gorman, were ordered to intercept the pro-

: S . gress of the Mexwans, who wergatiempling to cross

(7= We bastea 1o lay vetire vur readers, in another | the mouncain ranges to pass our left flank. These
column, the letter from Maj. Morrison, U. 8. A. to:|companies very aclively ascended the mountain, and
the Governer, Which by some unaecountable delny fay behind ridge. The Mexicans opened sedvery
was not received by him until last Sunday morning. brasl_c ard continved fire upon them, Whufh ot e
" 'l dark.  The rifiemen, commanded by Capta. Walk-

Tle letter was written three days after the baltle of | o, ' 0 Dynn, and Osborn, lay close, and two of
Buena Vista, and contains as full and detailed an | the companies vnly were enabled to shoot when the
sccount of that sangainary struggle as yet published. | enemy advanced to the brow of the ridge, which they
We have been fully prepared 1o find, as we now do | :i'd ‘!&' with '“ffom"f'g"“hl‘-‘:g:c“ lk'"“'g ‘“‘:‘l! of
: Ok : i | the Mexicans. Uur riflemen only two or three

find, !Ijat the misrepresentations in rel.'flwn 1o the | sttty wonnded.': Thanendud. the sperationsof the
conduct of the Indiana Volunl._eenf, contiined as they | Gest day, and both armies lay upon their arms upon
were 1n anonymous communicalions, were without | the field, through a cold and inclement night. At the
substantial foundation. We had hoped that no scrib- | early dawn, the conlest was renewed on the mountain
blers like that despicable trise of political letter|Side,
o . . accurale observation, it was discovered that the Mex-
bt gy \Vuhmnlon: and laboting fur p"imﬂ"iuu torce had- been reinforced, so that not less than
objects, could be fouud in or aboat our army. But 3,000 of them were on the hill side above our furces,
what has been the fact ! The conduct of the gallant | where and when they poured fourth an incessant vol-
Butler, Stockton, Kearney, and others was maligned | ley of mvsketry wpon our lines below, and upon the

by letter writers, merely because they were Demo- | riflemen wuo r}::d l'g‘i“ '“'.'"P'%‘r]‘“ }P"‘ﬂ,"“" !l;ei;

i ey | Progress arou the mounilain. e exicans ha
crats. 8o of the Ohio roops, on anuther occasion, | 1 0 orocied o battery near the base of the same
because they were led by officers who happened to be | yountain, and their cavalry and lancers were moving

Democrats. On the conirary, the Democracy have | in an unmense colutan, endeavoring to force a pas-
alwaye been ready to do full justice to officers of the | sage towards Saltillo, on our left flank. The second
army, for their military achicvements, without even | [udiana regimeut commanded by Col. Bowles, and
inquiring into their politics. The Whig press, how by R Jeuopli) SElain JEraon, Suv i b o

PRV VI e . § press, to be in front of the advancing column. The second
ever, are certainly remninding their readers that such | [[ligois, Col. Hardin, was next, and the Kontucky
and such officers are 'Whigs. Out upon such bitter | Col, McKee, came in to the support of the others, in

\gained sn gmportant pesition on the mountain side, |

'mountains for safety, iustead of being

Afier this charge and repuler, the battle still rage
from every point with tremendous fury, until the :::
began to sink, and was near to the mountain’s top,
when we saw our gallant forces driving the Mexicans
into a run. They again mllied, but were again put
tn flight, and before tive shades of cvening set in, their
fire had ceased; snd they drew back their forces on the
rond on which they had
u'clock at might, they sifent)
retreat, and retired 1o Agua
ed for the night. Here they
24th and 25th, and on the night of the 25th, had re-
treated still further in the direction of San

cominenced & peotral

of exchange of prisoners, but Santa Anna was very
eross, bemng discomfitted, < Ou yesterday the Mexi-
cans sent for the exchange, nnd’ it was made, and [
understand stipulations were entered into, fur the re-
lease of Cassius M. Clay and his party,
Thus has closed one of the most desperate, great
and glorious battles on record either in ancient or mo-
dern history; and a viclory 1o American arms has

her pages. Gen. Taylor, with his usual equanimity
and cuolness, commanded the forces as commander in
chief, and his presence was a host in itsell| inspiring
confidence in every breast that all that could be done
‘would be done, and that defeat would never disgrace ns,
however great the disparity of numbers. Gen. Wouol was
“fiext in command, and most diligently and valiamly
uttended 1o every department of the engngement. He
is a brave and competent officer, and merits the grati-
tude of Liis countrymen for his services on this great
oceosion. Next came Gen. Joseph Lane, ofthe [ndi-
ana Brigade. He was on the field from the onset to
the close of the action, and never did any man more
heroically devote himeelf to his doty. The thickest
of" the fight had no terrors for him, and to an observer
it would seem that he was heaven defended, for he
was continuvally passing in all directions amidst a
shower of bullets. He i3 however severely wounded
through the right arm, the ball passing about midway
between his shoulder and elbow, thropgh the centre of
the arm, yet not breaking the bone. Cols. Bowles,
Lane, Hadden, and McCarty were most gallantly em-
p'oyed, as were Majors Gorman and Cravens, Maj.
Gorman, who, as already stated, first led the ntiack in
| the mountains, isslightly wounded. Every officer of the
[ndiana Brigade sustained himself admirably, and el
lthough some had, from the necessity of the case, more
| conspicuous positions than others, none failed to per-
| form his part. The soldiers deserve the highest com-

and when the light rendered it possible to make | mendation, for no man could be more of a man in the |

| field, amil each one fought as though the great issue
| depended upon his individual effurts.  If, in the pres-
| sure of the fight some were forced to recede, let it
be remembered, that on similar occasions, the most
|rcnowned legions have been overpowercd and forced
' to retire from their position. This one great battle
| has establishnd for the young State of Indiana, a re-
| putation for patriotic devotjon, chivalrous conduct and
'daring bravery which will endure until the conclusion
of time, and the memory of her gallant sons will be
s sweet incense 1o her latest generations. But she
mourns the loss of many a noble spirit, and her joy
' will be tempered with tears of mourning, and the
bright smile of her countenance, shaded with the crape
and the pall.

advanced. At about twelve

veva, where they halt-
remained during the

Luis. Gen. Taylor scnt an escort to propose lerms |

been achieved as resplendent as any that ever gilded |

This memorable battle is the more glo- |

Governor of Vera Cruz,

permatted to at- Limited by the bearer of th p ived the Gov- the high respect and consideration of the undersi b
rmaneni terms the 21st February, on which day, st 12 o'clock, he tack our wagon train and thea fall beck vpon our rear. ' erml:rr’l nzﬂt:r. - Prrey an

opies of the tw papers, (marked,
respectively, A and B,) are herewith enclosed.

It will ba perceived that the Governor, who, it
turns out, is the commander of both places, chose, !
aguinst the plain terws of the summons, W0 suppose |
me to have demanded the surrender of the castle and |
the city—when, in fact, from the non-arrival of our
heavy metal—prineipally mortars—] was in no con-
dition to threaten the former.

On the return of the flag, with that reply, [ at
once ordercd the seven mortars, in battery, lo open
| upon the city. In a short time the smaller vessels of
. Commadore Perry’s squadron—two steamers and five
schooners—according 1o previous arrangement with
bim, approached the city within about & mile and an
eighth, whenee, being partiaily covered from the
castle—an eseentlial ton Lo their safety—they
also opened a brisk ﬁnul;on the city. This has been
continued, uninterruptedly, by the mortars, and only
with a few intermissions, by the vessels, up to nine
o'clock this morning, when the comirodore, very
properly called them off from a position wo daringly
sssumed,

Our three remaining mortars are now (12 o'clock,
m.) in battery, aud the whole ten in activity. To-
morrow, sarly, if the city should continue obstinate,
batteries Nos. 4 and 5 will be ready to add their fire:
No. 4, consisting of four 24 pounders and two 8 inch
Paixhan guns, and No. 5 (naval baltery) of three
32-pounders and 8-inch Paixhans—the guns, officers,
and sailors Janded from the squadron—our friends of
the navy being wuremitting in their zealvus co-ope-
ration, in every mnde and form.

So far, we know that our fire upon the cily has
been highly effective—particularly from the batteries
of 10-inch martars, planted at about 800 yards from
the city. Including the preparation and defence of
the batteries, from the beginning—now many days—
and notwithstanding the heavy fire of the enemy,
from city and castle—we have had only four or five
men wounded, and one officer and one man ki'led, in
or near the trenches. That officer was Captain John
| R. Vinton, of the United States 3d artillery, one of
the most talented, accomplished, aod effective mem-
bers of the army, and who was bighly distinguished
in the brilliant operations at Monterey. He fell, last
evening, in the trenches, where he was on duty as
field and commanding officer, vniversally regretted.
I bave just attended his honored remains toa soldier's
grave—in full view of the @namy and within reach
of his guns,

Thirteen of the long-needed mortars — leaving
twenty-seven, besides heavy guns, behind — have
arrived, and two of them landed. A heavy norther
then set in (at meridian) that stopped that operation,
aud also the landing of shells. Hence the fire of our
mortar batteries has been slackened, since two o'-
clock, to-day, and cannot be again reinvigorated uotil
we shall again have a smooth sea. In the mean
time [ shall leave this report open for journalizing
events thal may occur up to the departure of the
sieam ship-of-war, the Princeton, with Commodore
| Conner, who, I learn, expects to leave the anchorage
| off Sacrificios, for the United States, the 25th inst.

March 24. The storm baving subsided in the
night, we commenced this forenoon, as soon as the
sea became a little smooth, to land shot, shells, and
mortars.

The naval

i

battery, No. 5, was opened with

IS

 rious, as it was commenced on the 22d of February, | great activity, under Captain Aulick, the second in

prejudice and party narrowness !

The patural emulation which exists among ”.cicav:alry,
| eavalry,

different corps of troops called from different Siates
of the confederacy, is only productive of praise-
worthy results, when confined to its proper sphere of |
causing them to vie with each other in noble deeds of |
arms. But when, as we lhave been of late but too|
well convinced, it gives rise to unjust representations
of the conduct of a portion of our citizen soldidhs,
for the purpose of giving 10 those of other States an
undue share of the credit of a glorious victory which |
sheds lustre upon all, or whether it has arisen from
a jealousy of a few in the regular service against
volunteers, it is alike reprehensible.

{ marched 1uto the engagement, at & most critical mo- |

The same cbjections, iff we tecollect aright, were!

made against General Jackson and the volunteers and
militia under Lis command, in the last war with Great

checking the column of the enemy. The Kentucky
Col. Humphrey Marshall, ard the Arkansas
Col. Yell, were in the mountain gorge at-
tempting to aid the riflemen in oppusing the flanking
column of the enemy. Here the whole line became
hotly engaged, and a most deadly, vigorous, and gal-

| the birth-day of the illustrious Washington.

1 [ here send you some of the names of the brave men
| who have fillen so gloriously. A more full and offi-
| cial statement will immediately be made by Gen. Tay-

lor to Washington, waich will be authentic and accu-
| rate, containing every nume.

|
lant conflict, uf at least three hours, raged between| The total lues of the Indiana Brigade is as follows: |
the contending hosts, the artillery on both sides play- | Second Reginent—Killed 32, wounded 71, missing |
ing during the whole time upon the contending mass- | 4—total 107.
es. After the contest had fuirly opened, the Missis-| Third Regimeni—Killed 9, wounded 57—total
sippi regiment of riflemen, commanded by Col. Davis, | 66.
In the two Regiments, 173.
ment, and ardeatly engaged the Mexican columu. So| The loss of the enemy is estimated at from 4 to
very numerous were the forces of the Mexicans, and | 6000, and some estimale it at near 7000 men. Doubt-
so obstinately and effectively did they mancuvre and | lees a lurge item of this amount is desertion. The
fight, that it required all the bravery, skill, and devo- | immense masses of killed and wounded on the field
tion of our brave men 10 withstand them. Our offi- besides those taken away, is troly astonisning, and
cers most gallantly, heroically, and gloriously, led | presented a shocking picture of blood and carnage.
their men o the charge and to the cannon's mouth, | [Here follows a list of the killed and wounded in |
Rt S U et a3 o e, i e o,
e e e a0y DOLNE B ZNE | ving published it bofore.}

| rank of the squadron, at abont 10, a. m. His fire
| was continued to 2 o'clock, p. m., a little before he
was relieved by Captain Mayo, who landed with a
| fresh supply of ammunition—Captaio A. having ex-
| hausted the supply he bad brought with bim. He
| lost four sailors, kilied, and had one officer, Lieut.
Baldwin, slightly hurt.

The morlar batteries, Nos, 1, 2, and 3, have fired
but lapguidly during the day for the want of
shells, which are now going out froan the beach.

The two reports of Col. Bankhead, chief of artil-
lery, both of this date, copies of which [ euclose,
give the incidents of those threc batteries.

Battery Nu. 4, whieh will mount four 24 pounders,
and two S-inch Paixhan guns, has been much delayed
in the bands of the indefatigable engineers by the
norther that filled up the work with sand ncarly as
fast as it could be opened by the half-blinded laborers.
It will, however, doubtless be in full activity early
tu-morrow morning. A

March 25.—The Princeton being about to start for

|

Britsin.  Fe had never boen educated of Weat Peint, L same time under a most destructive and galling fire

and it was only by a rapideuccession oi brilliant vic- | of cannon and grape shot, which enfiladed their ranks
tories, that he constrained the sdmiration of every |from lefl to right, aod which was also met by the

branch of the service, and convinced the world that a
high order of military talent has no necessary connec-
tion with an exclusively military education or profes-
sion, however desirable the latter may be in itself.
We have seen that & Washington could have tanght

s Braddock, and that a Jackson did tesch s Pncken-|

ham.

Troe magnanimity does justice to all conceraed,
and we are pleased to see that Maj. Morrison has done

so ia bis lelter.
that the [ndiana volunteers who were in the action,
opposed as they were to the first onset of the enemy—
in the front of the struggle—fought like veterans, in
this their tirst battle—in an exposed position—against
greatly superior numbers of regular troops, and
showing, that under all the circumstances, they have
well redeemed ihe confidence of their fellow citizens.

Obr Vorvxrteess.—The Public Ledger, one of
the best and most impartial pepers in the country,

bas the fullowing statement, which tully corroborates
&l the aceounts we have seen. A little time will set

all this matter right; and those whig papers oul of
the Biate, particularly the Louisville Joornal and
New Orleans Tropic, will have full Jeisure to look at

the truth of the matter, and still conlinue to humbug
their readers if they can. The Jourual bas already
commenced crevfishing, as it was reminded ('al it
had claimed ofl the Indiana wvolunteers as Wh gs!
What a memory a liar should have !

Tne VorLuxTteis.—It bas been wentioned in the
accounts which have been published of «he great bat-
tle fought by Gen, Taylor on the 23d of February,
that the [udiana volunteers did not bebave wilh the
tirmsess and gallantry ghich distinguished te other
divisions of the army engaged in thet sanguinary cun-
test. In the interesting account of the battle which
we published yesterday, the writer alluded in the mast
disparaging terms (which we omitted) of the conduct
of this brigade, and also of the Arkansas troops.
There was evidently much exaggeration in the state-
ment, for the same letter speaks in another piace, of
“hundreds, some say thousands, of volunteers,” tak-
ing refuge in ranchos, and thes leaving the battle 1o
be fought by the mere handful left on the field—a
statement which shows improbability upon the face of
it, fur Taylur bad oaly 4500 mea at most to the
20,000 of Sunta Anoa, and therefure could not spare
thousands. The true statement is probably that made
by Licut. Crittepden—that the Indiana truops were
st one time thrown into confaiion, and retreated in

precipitation aud disorder, but that the main
of them were sfterwards rallied, and bravely met
sustained proves

We are especially gratified to see|

crose fire of the Mexican infantry.
the Mississippi regiinent came to the attack, the pres-
|sure upun the left wing of the second regiment of In-
diana volunteers was so greai that a pari of the line
was compelled to give way, and some of them re-

treated in disorder, but it was after they had stvod
their ground equal to any veterans, fur three hours,

been brought to bear and charge upon them.

the price of tiwir bravery, and those who fell back
only did so when further resistance seemed unavail-
lll‘.
hud dismounted, and fought valiantly on foot, were
also compelled o retreat from the line, but they had
nobly stood for a long tume, es posed to every chance
of death, before they wavered in the least. Here
was a most imporiant junclure in the affairs of the
day, and here the prowess of American arms, sus-
tained by Awmerican liearts and nerves, was shown to
be superivr to all the force of numbers, the discipline
of regular veterans, and the ferocity of the savage
and mercenary hordes, who so vigorvusly pressed u

the second regiment of lodisnians who bad been
foreed tv separate from their comrades. ‘I'he third
regimient of Indimaa voluntecrs commanded by Col.
J. H. Lane, was now for the first time allowed to
parlicipate in the action; having been previovsly sta-
uoned near the right wing, where it was »

e A
the enemy wonld make a desperate effort to llomcal

ened.  The third most gallantly moved to the support
of the Miesissippians, and participated in an vpen
field fight for several hours, doing fine execution, but
sufforing quite a severe loss. The whole army now
became geverally engaged a! various points. The
Kentocky cu:ln? most heroically charging the lan-
cers, cavalry inflnuy of the enemy, su - se-
verely, but bravely maintsining the charges and
checking the enemy. The regular dragoons uader
Col. May, fought in every direction where their ser-
vices were pneeded, and too much praise cannot be
given (o the antive and laborious exertions of the dif-
ferent companies of artillery who were incessantly
enp,god in raking the Mexican columus.

Afwr the middle of the day, the enemy madea
daring and desperate sally with very large force, in
order to overrua our entire line. were met
Col. McKee's regiment of Keotueky infantry, and by
Col. Hardin's regiment of Illinois volunteers. Never
did veteran soldiers fight better, and never did an en-
emy pay more dearly for his temerity. Hour after
bour passed amid the unceasing din of small arms,

peal of the cannon reverberated from the
whole chain of the mountain range, in a triple echo.
Here and on Enofth_umhnh—k the con-
test thickens, 1 nz_ elements seemed to 1

£
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At the nme that |

and after regiment upon regiment of fresh troops had |
Many '

of them devotedly paid the forfeit of their lives as /|

A part of the Arkansassquadron of lurse, who |

passage, should that point be, by any means, weak- |

l

The men were carefully collected and buried with
the honors of war.

I will mention that Gen. Marshall of Kentucky bas
| just reinforced us with two large 19 pounders, a 12
pounder and a howitzer, and about 150 men. He ar-
'rived here un the morning of the 24th fiom Monterey.

Had we had the large gung, they would have been of |

great service on the 234, as our largest cannon were
only six pounders, flying and light artillery.

Capt. Kinder was inhumanly murdered and robhed
(after he was wounded and placed in a wegon,) by the

Mexican lancers. They took from bis person 8945
in gold. Tuey lanced many of our men who first fell

wounded.

We are etill encamped opon the battle field, wheré
we miay stay until another fight, or until the enemy
leaves us. Santa Anna still threateis vs; but we
fear him but little, being determined to fight to the
'death rather than be conquered. [ may write you
‘again sovn. You may rely upon the statement here
given. Your most ob't serv't,

A. F. MORRISON, Major U. 8. A.
i His Excellency, Gov. Waircons.

|

Seriovs Accipzxrs.—On Monday, es our fellow-

on our comparatively small army. The gallant Mis- | citizen, John F. Ramsey, was returning with his fa-
sissippians most nobly léd their way to the hottest of
the Bight; and at this period were joined by many of

mily from Danville, when within a mile from town,
his horse took fright, ran away and capsized tho car-
tiage. Mr. R. became entangled, and was severely
injured in his head and breast, though probably not
fatally, as was at first supposed. His lady was also
considerably bruised ; but his children escaped serious
injuries.

On the same day, Charles Nattmeire, in attempt-
ing to load & heary saw log, was severely, if not fa-
tally injured, by thechock giving way. His head was
shockingly bruised, one hand nearly severed, and his
hip badly broken. He lics in a very critical state.

Exrorts.—The New York correspondent of the
Washington Union says that the exports from the
port of New York for the month of March show very
favorably the increase of dumestic produce having
been immense. The coming months bid fair o gave
equally good results:

Exporis for March, 1846 rnd 1847, from the port of
New York.

Ay 1848, 1847.
Domestic merchandise, $1,463520 §8.768.574
Foreign  do. free, 66.216 51.355
Foreign  do. dutiable, 122072 83,088
Specie, 257,981 243,585

Total,

$1,900,508 84,146,806
Increase, $2,237,208

The increase in “domestic merchandise”™ (most of
it agricultural produce) is over $2,300,000, or nearly
275 per cent.—a etate of things most *“‘ruinous” to
~Why dont the Journal keep ‘“blazing away”
against the tariff!

Avornsr Yavxee InvesTion.—A has
Iot .m;mwwg:i *Now
(A L
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Philadelphia, I bave bul w moment to continue this
report.

All the batteries, Nos. 1,2, 3,4, and J; are in
' awful activity this morning. The effect is, no doubt,
very great, and [ think the city cannot hold out be-
yond to day. To-morrow morning many of the new
mortars will be in a position to add their fire, when,
| or after the delay of some twelve hours, if no propo-
 sition to surrender should be received, [ shall organ-
| ize parties for carrying the city by assault. So far
| the defence has been spirited and obstinate. :
| I enclose a copy of a memorial received last night,

sighiad by the consuls of Great Britain, France, Spain,
and Prussia, within Vera Cruz, asking me to grant a
truce to enable the neutrals, together with Mexican
women and children, to withdraw from the scene of
havoe about them. | shal! reply, the moment that an
| opportunity may be taken, to say—1. That a truce
can only be granted on the application of Governor
Morales, with a view to a surrender. 2. Tuat in
sending safeguards to the different consuls, beginning
as far back as the 13th inst., [ distinetly adanionished
them—particularly the French and Spanish consuls—
and, of course, through the two, the other consuls—
of the that have fullowed. 3. That although,
at that date, | had already refused to allow any person
whatsoever to pass the line of investment either way,
yet the blockade had been left open to the consuls and
other neutrals 1o pass out to their respective ships of
war up to the 22d inst.; and 4th. [ shall enclose to
the memorialists a copy of my summons to the Gov-
ernor, to show that | had fuliy coasidered the impend-
ing hardships and distresses of the place, including
those of women and children, before one gun had
been fired in that direction. The intercourse between
the neutral ships of war and the city was stopped at
the last mentioned date by Commodore Perry, with
my concurrence, which | placed on the ground that
that intercourse could ol fail to give the eunemy
moral aid and comfort.

It wiil be seen from the memorial, that our batte-
ries have already had a terrible effect on the city,
(aleo known through other sources,) and hence the
inferrnce that a surrender must sovn be proposed.
In baste, i

I bave the honor to remain, sir, with high respect,
your most obedient servant,

WINFIELD SCOTT.

Hon. W, L. Mancy, Sec’y of War,

)

HearquarTess oF THE ARNY
ofF THE UxiTED SraTes oF AMERICA.
Camp Washinglon, before Vera Crusz,
March 22, 1847.
The undersigned, Major General Scott, ral-in-
chief of the armies of United Siates of America,
in addition to the close blockade of the coast and port

of Vera Cruz, ious] abli uadroa

it due 10 the courtesies of
as the rights of ity, to summon Lis excelle
_ nd commander-in-chief of the city

WINFIELD SCOTT.

B [Trsnslation.]

The undersigned, commanding 1 of the free
and sovereign State of Vera Cruz, has informed him-
self of the contents of the note which Major General
Scotr, ral-in-chief’ of the forces of the United
tes, has addressed to him under the date of to-day,
demanding the surrender of this place, and castle of
Ulloa ; and, in answer, has to say, that the above

named fortress, as well as this place, depends on his
authority; and it being his principal duty, in order to
prove worthy of the confidence placed in him by the
governnent of the nation, to defend both points at ali
cost, to effect which be counts uvpon the necessary
clements, and will wnake it good to the last; there-
fore his excellency can commence his operations of
war in the manner which he may consider most ad-
vaniageous.

The uondersigned bas tie honor th return to the
general-in-chief of the forces of the United States
the demonstrations of esteem he may be pleased to
honor him with. God and Laberty !

Vira Cruz, March 22, 1847,

JUAN MORALES.
To Major General Scorr, general-in-chief of the
forces of the United States, situated in sight of this
place.

AzTiirEry HEaADQUARTERS,
Camp Washington, March 24, 1847.

Sik :—1I have the honor to report for the information
of the general-in-chief, that on the 22d instant, and
as soon as the chief engineer had reported that the
batteries were sufficiently advanced to receive seven
mortars, [ placed that pumber in battery. By 2o'-
clock on that day [ was prepared to open the fire upon
the city of Vera Cruz. At quarter past 4 1 received
the order of the general-in-chief to commence firing
om the city, and the batteries Nos. 1,2, and 3 were
opened with great animation and apparent effect.

From the moment the batteries opened on the afier-
noon of the 224 instant, the fire has been incessant
by day and night.

On the 22d, and during the night, battery No. 1
was under the command of Captain Brooks, of the
2d artillery; battery No. 2, under the charge of
Lieutenant Shackelford, of the 2d artillery, and bat-
tery No. 3, under the charge of Captain Vinton, of
the 3d artillery, and until the hour of his death,
about 4 o'clock, P. M., when the command devolved
upon Lieutenant Vanliet, 3d artillery.

The severe loss to the army by the death of Capt.
Vinton, was the only loss we sustained on the first
day. Several of the men were slightly wounded.

The fire from the ¢city and from the castle on our
batteries, with shot, shells, and rockets, has been
intermitted but with very brief periods since we
opened our batteries; and we must ascribe our safety,
under such a heavy and constant fire, to the skill and
science of the officers of engineers in the construction
of our batteries.

From the moraning of the 234 to this morning, the
batteries have been in charge of Captain McKenzie,
of the 2d artillery, and Capt. Anderson and Brevet
Captain Taylor of the 3d artillery.

Yesterday, about 12 o'clock, m., | was able to
place three more mortars in battery, but owing to the
highness of the wind, the shells could not be landed
from the storeships, and our fire to this time has been
very moderate, not exceeding one fire in every five
minutes.

Last night I succeeded in moving three 24 pounder
guns to battery No. 4, with the necessary ammuni-
tion and implements which bave been placed in bat-
tery.

One more 24 pounder and two S-inch howitzers
will be moved out to-night, and to-morrow morning,
(as we shall doubtless obtain a supply of shells to-
day, the storm having abated sufficiently to land
them,) I shall be able to open the four batteries
with ten mortars, four 24 pounders, and two 8-inch
howitzers, with increased effect, and renewed vigor.

I can bear testimony, from personal observation, to
the ski!l and gallantry of all the officers detailed on
artillery service under my direction, and of the cheer-
fulness and steadincss of the men in the performance
of their laborious duties.

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient
servant, JAMES BANKHEAD,

24 Artillery, Chief of Artillery.
Lt. Scorr, Aét'g Adj. General, Army Headquarters.

ArnTiLvERy HEADQUARTERS,
Camp Washington, March 24, 13475, P. M.

Sin :—Since my report of this date of operations
in the batteries up to 4 o'clock; A. M., the hour when
the troops are relieved, ] bave to state for the infor-
mation of the General-in-chief that the enemy opened
& brisk fire on our batteries soon afler sunrise this
morning, without any effect ; but about 10 o'clock,
most of their batteries were again opened on us, and
one man of company * B," 2 artillery, was killed at
battery No. 1, and three men were severely wounded.

A shell fell into battery No. 8, where four men of
company * F,” 2d artillery, were wounded. The shell
fell un one of the mortars, breaking the mortar bed
and throwing the mortar thirty feet from the platform
—another mortar bed can be obtained from the ord-
nance depot, and the mortar will be remounted.

We have been restrained from the want of shells
frem fthrowing more than one every five minutes
doring the day. A full supply will be in place to-
night, and as soon as it is dark enough to send to the
batteries without being observed by the enemy.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JA BANKHEAD,
2d Artillery, Chief of Artillery.
To Lieut. Scorr, Acting Adjutant General, Army

Headquarters. -
&'{;lnshﬁun.] Vera Cruz, March 24, 1847.
undersigned, consuls of different foreign pow-

ers near the republic of Mexico, moved by the feeling
of humanity excited in their hearts by the frightful
results of the bombardment of the city of Vera Cruz
during yesterday and the day before, have the honor
of addressing, collectively, General Scott, commander
in-chief of the army of the United States of the
north, to pray him to suspend hostilities, and to grant
a reasonable truce, sufficient to enable their respective
compatriots to leave the piace with their women and
chtql:d:n. as wellﬂu the Mexican women and ahldnnm

: vest of the o i s to
too m"' ble to the e:"lm ideas of civilization,
and they have too high an opinion of the principles
and sentiments of General Scott, not to be full of

him to bave the goodness to send back his answer to
the parlementaire, who is the bearer of this, and
to accept assurances of their ul consideration.
T. GIFFORD,
Consul de #a Majeste Britannique.
A. GLOU
Le consul de sa Majeste le Roi des Franguis.
FILLIPE G, DE ESCALANT
El consol de Espaiia.
‘ HENRI D'OLEIRE,
Consul de 8. M. le Roi de Prusse.
A true translation of the original paper, for the

Secretary of War.
E. P. SCAMMON, A. A.D. C.

HeanquarTses or m“w&:a:;“
\ " March 22, 1847.
I have this moment received your note of this date,

the pre-
sent the intercourse between the
peutral vessels of war off this coast and the city and
castle of Vera Cruz.

-

‘fire of our land

L g

confidence in the success of this request. They pray | *°

inquiring whother, in my opi it may not be a
measure of lency to poiat

t cease.

With t respect, I have the honor to be your

most obedient servant, M. C. PERRY,
Commanding Home Squadron,

Commander H. 8. Marsox, H. B. M. sloop Daring.

Capt. Maxver pi 1A Puveste, commanding H. C.
M. vaval forces, Gulf of Mexico.

Capt. G. Durut, commanding French naval forces,
Gull of Mexico.

HeapquarTees oF THE ARMY,
Vera Cruz, March 20, 1847.

Sir :—The flag of the United States of America
floats l.rinmrlnml over the walls of this city, and
the castle of San Juan de Ulloa. y

Our troops have garrisoned boih since 10 o'clock.
It is pow noon. Brigadier General Worth 1s in
command of the two places.

Articles of capitulation were :i{ned and exchanged
at a Jate hour night befure last. [ enclose a eopy of
the document. ) ‘

1 have heretofore reported the principal incidents
of the siege up to the 25th instsnt. Nothing of
striking interest occurred till early in the morning of
the next day, when I received overtures from General
Landero, on whom General Morales bad devo!nd the
principal command. A terrible storm of wind and
sand made it difficult to communicate with the city,
and impossible to refer to Commodore Perry. | was
ubliged 1o entertain the proposition alene, or to con-
lit.ue the fire upon a plece that bad shown a disposi-
tion 1o surrender ; for the loss of a day, or perbaps
several, could not be permitted. The accompanying
D will show the proceedings and -esults.

esterday, after the norther bad abated, =nd the
commissioners appointed by me early the moruing
before, had aguin met those apponted by General Lan-
dero, Commodore Perry sent asfore his s2cond in com-
mand, Captain Aulick, as.a cammissioner on the part
of the navy. Altiough not included in my specific
arrangement made with the Mexican commander, §
did not bhesitate, with proper courtesy, to desire that
Captain Aulick might bé duly introduced and allowed
t0 participate in the discussions and acts of the com-
missioners who had been reciprocally accredited.—
Hence the preamble to his signature.. The original
American commissioners were, Brevet Brigadier Gen-
eral Worth, Brigadier General Pillow, and Colonel
Totten. Four more able or judicious officers could
not have been desired.

I have time to add but little more. The yemaini
details of the seige, the able co-operation of the Um-
ted States squadron, successively onder the command
of Commodores Conner and Perry, the admirable con-
duct of the whole army—regulars and volunteers—I
should be happy to dwell upon as they deserve, but the
steamer Princeton, with Commodore Conner on board,
is under way, and I have commenced organizing an
advance into the interior. This may be deloyeda few
days, waiting the arrival of additional means of trans-

rtation. l‘l'l the meantime, a joint operation, by
and and water, will be made u Alvanado. No
lateral expedition, however, shall interfere with the
grand movement towards the capital.

In consideration of the grest services of Colonel
Totten in the seige that has just terminated most suc-
cessfully, and the importance of hie presence at Wash-
ington, as the head of the engineer bureau, 1 entrust
this despatch 1o his personal care, and beg to commend
him to the very favorable considerstion of the depart-
ment.

1 have the hosor to remain, sir, with high respect,
your most obedient servant,
WINFIELD SCOTT.
Hon. W. L. Maxcy, Secretary of War.

Proposition for the appointment of Commissioners.

I bave the honor of transmitting to your excellency
the exposition which has this moment been made to
me by the Senores Consuls of England, France, Spain,
and Prussia, in which they solicit that hostilities may
he suspended while the innocent families in this place,
who are suffering the ravages of war, be enabled o
leave the city, which solicitude claims my support;
and considering it in sccordance with the rights of
afflicted humanity, | have not hesitated to invite your
excellency 1o enter into an hovorable accommodation
with the ganison, in which case you will please name
three commissioners who may meet at some inierme-
diate point, to treat with those of this place upon the
terms of the accommodation.

With this motive [ renew to your excellency my al-
tentive copsideration,

God guard your excellency, &c.

On account of the siskness of the commanding
general, JOSE'JUAN DE LANDERO.

Major General Scorr.

Copy for the Hon. ry of War.

_E. P. SCAMMON, A. A. D. C.

Credentials of Commissionfrs on ike part of the Uni-
ted Stales. )

In consideration of the proposition the undersigned
has received from Senor General Landero, the actual
commander of the city of Vera Cruz, and its depen-
dencies, that three commissioners be appointed on the
puct of each belligerant to treat of the surrender of
the said city, with its dependencies, to the beuqmg
army before the same—the undersigned, Major Gene-
ral Scott, general-in-chief of the armies of the Uni-
ted States of America, has appointed, and does d
appoint Generals W. J. Worth and G. J. Pillow, wi
Col. J. G. Totten, chief of engineers—all of the ar-
my of said States—commissioners on the part of the
undersigned to meet an equal nember of commission-
ers who may be duly appointed on the part of the Se-
not General Landero, to treat of the surrender of the
city of Vera Cruz and its dependencies to the arms of
the said States.

Done at Camp Washi the headquarters of the
army of the United States of America, this 26th day
of March, in the year of our Lord, 1847.

WINFIELD SCOTT.

General Landerc's letter notifying the appoiniment of
Mexican Commissioners.

In virtue of your excellency's lnnqlwupﬂ the
proposition of accommodation which I proposed to
you in my despstch of to-duy, and in accordance with
the reply [ have just reseived, I have the honor to

you that T have named,

Miﬁ:l.ﬂemn, and Licutenant Colone! of i

D. vel Roblez, to whom [ bave entrusted the com-
petent power to celebrate said accom tion, baving
the honor to enclose you & copy DS expresscd
wWer.

I reiterste to your excellency the assurgpces of my
"i‘m&"“‘ Vers Cruz, March 38, 1847,
- e Lroz, a -
: JOSE JUAN DE DERO,

H‘g_amuum-b:f:":n;&llc::l
Camp Washungton, era Gruz,
¢ - March 26, 1847.

; iom the commissioners ap-

'th# United States, and commis-

ss may be duly authorized on the part of the city of
Ven C its dependencies, on the subject of the
surrender of the same :
1. The whele or gerrisons to be surren-
dered to the arms of the United States as prisoners

of war.

2. The garrisone to be permit ted to march out with
the honors of war, and to ground arms to such force
lmillfd by the Wo
i upon by the commissiovers.
8. The surreudered places to be immediately garzi-
soned by American troops.

4. Mnximmto
private effects, ing .

r and irregular officers) at
and to be allowed, rqd;, rvin'::!mm. e




